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Questions   
 
• What is today’s economic safety net for 

low-income families nationally and in 
Wisconsin? 
– What role does child support play? 

 
• What family characteristics are associated 

with different income/benefit “packages”? 
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Family Support Study: 2009-10 

• Targeted WIC offices around the State 
• 22 sites participated (out of ~ 85) 
• Survey packets distributed at application and 

renewal; ~ half returned 
• Self-administered; English and Spanish 
• Final sample =1,065 
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The Economic Safety Net 
(common benefits/$ sources) 

Measured   

• TANF/W-2 
• Food Stamps/SNAP 
• SSI 
• Child care subsidies 
• Child Support 
• Earnings 

Not Measured 

• Housing subsidies 
• EITC 
• Energy 

assistance/LIHEAP 
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Income/Benefit Receipt and Amounts:  2010 
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Income/Benefit Receipt and Amounts:  2010 
Married Parents 
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Income/Benefit Receipt and Amounts:  2010 
Single Parents 
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Child Support Amounts, Given CS Order 

CS order but no 
receipt 
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Child Support as a % of Total Income 
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How do families “package” 
income/benefits? 
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Cluster analysis 
 
Groups data in a way 
that maximizes 
similarities within-
group and maximizes 
differences across 
groups 

 



Income/Benefit Packages  
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Limitations 

• Target sample is WIC recipients—not 
generalizable to all low-income families 

• Response rate was only 50% 
• Lacked information on some key income 

sources & benefits 
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Observations 

• Remnants of old safety net present (Food 
Stamps/Medicaid, to some extent cash 
assistance) 

• Work factors prominently, but given work 
requirements for many benefits & low-wage 
work instability, “package” disruptions likely 

• Packages sensitive to family structure and 
differ by race/ethnicity, and to some extent 
child age 

• Child support is a key component of the 
safety net for low-income families, 
particularly those with moderate work 
levels and high levels of welfare receipt 
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Questions 
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