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What is Ethnography?

"The central aim of ethnography is to provide
rich, holistic insights into people’s views and
actions, as well as the nature (that is, sights,
sounds) of the location they inhabit, through
the collection of detailed observations and
Interviews.” (Reeves, Kuper, and Hodges, 2008)

Key Components of the Research Methodology: participant
observation, key informant interviewing, and fieldnotes.
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Median Income

Figure 1.
Real Median Household Income by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1967 to 2013
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Note: Median household income data are not available prior to 1967. For more information on recessions, see Appendix A.

For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see <ftp://ftp2.census.gov
/pragrams-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmarl4.pdfs.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2014 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.




Wages

Figure 2.
Female-to-Male Earnings Ratio and Median Earnings of Full-Time, Year-Round Workers
15 Years and Older by Sex: 1960 to 2013
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Note: Data on earnings of full-time, year-round workers are not readily available before 1960. For more information on recessions,
see Appendix A. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions,
see <ftp://ftp2.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps/techdocs/cpsmar14.pdf>.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1961 to 2014 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.




THEORICAL PREMISE

CRITICAL RACE THEORY
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ars

250 years of slavei'y.

90 years of Jim Crow.
60 years of separate but equal.
35 years of state-sanctioned redlining.

Until we reckon with the compounding moral
debts of our ancestors, America will never be whole

BY TA-NEHISI COATES

The Lonely Wildfire: My Boozy What

Crusade How 19 Died Night With Drives
of Antonin onan Arizona a Hollywood Viadir
Scalia Mountain Gigolo Putin
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Conservative Views on Poverty

m"’”ﬂﬂk[ SUBSCRIBE SEARCH MENUS

30 Million in Poverty Aren't
as Poor as You Think, Says
Heritage Foundation

The 30 million Americans living in poverty are not as poor as you'd think,
the Heritage Foundation claims, because they have access to air
conditioning, television, and a car.

0000000

DEREK THOMPSON JUL 19, 201

Many of the 30 million Americans living in poverty "are not poor in any ordinary
sense of the term," the Heritage Foundation claims, because they have access to

air conditioning, television, and a car.
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heguardian

Winner of the Pulitzer prize 2014

= browse all sections

votes to cut off welfare
benefits after 12
months

At least 2,700 children to be hit by
new restriction that will save $4m-
$9m and make Arizona the least

generous state for welfare families
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Q The Dpinian Pages Those Lazy Jobless

The Opinion Pages = opr.EDp coLuMnisT

Those Lazy Jobless

SEPT. 21, 2014

Paul Krugman

Email

K] share
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Last week John Boehner, the speaker of the House, explained to an audience
at the American Enterprise Institute what's holding back employment in
America: laziness. People, he said, have “this idea” that “I really don’t have
to work. I don’t really want to do this. I think I'd rather just sit around.”
Holy 47 percent, Batman!

It’s hardly the first time a prominent conservative has said something along
these lines. Ever since a financial crisis plunged us into recession it has been
a nonstop refrain on the right that the unemployed aren’t trying hard
enough, that they are taking it easy thanks to generous unemployment
benefits, which are constantly characterized as “paying people not to work.”
And the urge to blame the victims of a depressed economy has proved
impervious to logic and evidence.
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Paul LePage Wants to Ex-Cons Off Of Food
Stamps, Drug Test Everybody

Republican Gov. Paul LePage wants to Kick poor people off food stamps and welfare if they have drug-related
felony convictions and also o expand a recently enacted drug testing program. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty) |
ASSOCIATED PRESS

1.2k 168 29 0 0 @ 0 a

[T [ = 5 o [

Maine Gov. Paul LePage (R) wants to kick poor people off food stamps and welfare if
they have drug-related felony convictions and also to expand a recently enacted drug
testing program.

The 1996 welfare reform law banned drug felons from receiving food stamps or
benefits from the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program. The law let
states waive the restriction, and Maine is among the majority of states that have either
modified the ban or removed it altogether, according to The Sentencing Project, a _
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Hearings and Poverty Policy
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THE TENNESSEAN sewcn Q]

HOME NEWS COUNTIES SPORTS EUSINESS MUSIC LIFESTYLE OPINION OBITUARIES TPA PUELIC NOTICES @ USATODAY G

Drug testing of welfare applicants yields few positives
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Anita Wadhwani, awadhwani@tennessean.com

3488
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Six months after the rollout of a controversial law to
in drug-test people applying for public benefits, only a
1 small fraction of low-income Tennesseans seeking
financial assistance have tested positive for illegal
bad drugs.
i Thirty-seven of 16,017 applicants for the Families F|'.j,r OANTAS to SYDMNEY
56 First cash assistance program between July and December tested positive for illegal On sale now! Hurry, ends 5/26
substances, according to the Department of Human Services. W cvnnEY
2 [\ | Sxoney B@anTas.com
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The 67% of African Americans in Ferguson account for 93% of

arrests made from 2012-2014.

The disproportionate number of arrests, tickets
and use of force stemmed from “unlawful bias,"”
rather than black people committing more crime.

Arrest warrants are “almost exclusively” used
as threats to push for payments.

The city’s practices are shaped by revenue
rather than by public safety needs.

Investigation of the
Ferguson Police Department

United States Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division

March 4, 2015
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http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/department-of-justice-report-on-the-ferguson-mo-police-department/1435/?page=8
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/department-of-justice-report-on-the-ferguson-mo-police-department/1435/?page=8
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/department-of-justice-report-on-the-ferguson-mo-police-department/1435/?page=58
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/department-of-justice-report-on-the-ferguson-mo-police-department/1435/?page=58
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/department-of-justice-report-on-the-ferguson-mo-police-department/1435/?page=5
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/department-of-justice-report-on-the-ferguson-mo-police-department/1435/?page=5

Immigration and Social Security
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"As a result of globalization, labor markets are no longer defined by our borders.”

When Lisa Lynch of the Heller School of Social Policy and Management made this
statement in the opening keynote of the National Academy of Social Insurance’s
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..................................... 25Mannual policy conference, Medicare and Social Security in a Time of Budget
Austerity, she was alluding to the increasing role that immigration plays both in our
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The New York Times

u.s.

Skip Child Support. Go to Jail. Lose Job. Repeat.

By FRANCES ROBLES and SHAILA DEWAN APRIL 19, 2015

N Jahmal Holmes is behind on payments. “They are threatening to suspend my driver’s license — and I'm a truck
N7 driver,” he said. I
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Georgetown University

Summit on Poverty
The Poverty Preening of Professor Obama

The president once again suggests the moral inferiority of those who disagree with him.
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The Washington Post
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and 16 lessons from the Obama administration \ '\ .
to teach him what to do next \ \\\\




Poverty and Inequality Knowledege

MISPERCEIVING INEQUALITY

Vladimir Gimpelson
Daniel Treisman

Working Paper 21174
http://www .nber.org/papers/w21174

NATIONAL BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH
1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138
May 2015
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