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200 percent of poverty. Ozaukee, Appleton, and Green Bay also have relatively large numbers of non-
low-income children. Across the state as a whole, 1 out of 3 children lives in a low-income family. 

 
Table 5 

Distribution of Children by Family Income Level Relative to Poverty Line 
 Children in Families with Low and High Incomes: 

County Below Poverty 

Children in 
Families 

Between 100 
and 150% of 

Poverty 

Children in 
Families 

Between 150 
and 200 % of 

Poverty 

Children in 
Families with 
Income Above 

200% of 
Poverty 

Milwaukee 25.6 14.2 12.1 48.0 
Dane (Madison) 12.9 6.1 6.2 74.7 
Waukesha 3.9 3.5 4.4 88.3 
Brown (Green Bay) 10.2 9.0 8.8 72.0 
Racine 11.0 10.7 11.1 67.2 
Kenosha 16.0 9.2 5.3 69.5 
Rock (Janesville) 13.4 7.8 12.2 66.5 
Marathon (Wausau) 6.3 10.9 15.0 67.8 
Sheboygan 9.0 12.3 13.4 65.3 
La Crosse 16.1 9.1 11.6 63.2 
Multi-County Area     
Ozaukee/Washington (West Bend) 9.7 4.1 7.0 79.2 
Jefferson/Walworth 11.3 11.1 10.8 66.8 
Chippewa/Eau Claire 13.5 9.0 11.6 65.9 
Cal. /Out. / Winnebago (Appleton) 9.4 5.0 9.1 76.5 
Columbia/Dodge/Sauk (Baraboo) 11.3 9.9 11.8 67.0 
5-county area (Menomonie) 8.8 11.4 12.2 67.6 
5-county area (Dodgeville) 9.3 9.4 12.1 69.1 
6-county area (Manitowoc) 11.3 8.9 14.4 65.3 
7-county area (Fond du Lac) 14.5 10.6 12.6 62.3 
8-county area (Sparta) 14.1 9.2 13.6 63.1 
9-county area (Stevens Pt, Crandon) 14.9 8.4 11.0 65.7 
10-county area (Superior) 16.3 14.8 13.3 55.5 
State Total 14.0 9.5 10.5 66.0 
Source: IRP tabulations of 2005–2007 ACS data. 

 

Variance in Poverty within Large Counties  

The ACS data averaged across three years allows us to provide more detailed tabulations of poverty 
within Milwaukee and Dane counties (Table 6, p. 14).5

                                                 
5Brown and Waukesha are the only two other counties with large enough sample size to support some 

disaggregation of poverty within the county.  

 Child poverty rates for the four Public Use 
Microdata Areas (PUMAs) within the City of Milwaukee range from 21 percent in the southern part of 
the city to an astounding 56 percent in central Milwaukee. The high overall child poverty rate in 
Milwaukee County (25.6 percent) reflects these rates combined with much lower rates in the suburbs. The 
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As shown in Table 7 and Map 3 (below), there has been a dramatic increase in SNAP benefit receipt over 
the past two years, measured from the first three months of 2007 to the first three months of 2009. The 
increase was very high, more than 50 percent, in one county (Sheboygan) and in five more rural multi-
county areas. Six counties and six multi-county areas saw increases of between 40 percent and 50 percent, 
and two counties and three multi-county areas saw lower (though still substantial) increases of between 
30 percent and 40 percent. Finally, Milwaukee County, the county with the largest number of SNAP 
recipients, saw an increase of about 21 percent, keeping the statewide increase to 37 percent, or about 18 
percent per year. These data strongly suggest there has been deterioration in the economic conditions of 
low and formerly middle-income families since 2007, when the poverty data were collected. These data 
also suggest that while need may be high and growing in the poorer areas of Milwaukee, increases in need 
were not spread evenly across the state.  


