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Survey Course Purpose

Introduce students to the range of complex issues
surrounding child poverty and to public policy as an
intervention with the potential of preventing /reducing
it.

Utilize an interdisciplinary approach, drawing on data
from a broad range of fields as well as popular media


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fields of maternal and child health, developmental psychology, economics, political science, public policy, sociology, and social welfare as well as popular media
Justification, that child policy is a complex issue with a number of processes and systems impacting the child.


Course Organization

From Conception to Conception:

» Prenatal

» Birth -5 years
» 6-12 years
» 13 — Adulthood
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Course Objectives

Understand the major issues related to child poverty
from a life cycle approach.

Understand and describe the two-generation approach
to child poverty reduction.

Possess the ability to use, construct, critique, and apply
relevant models/frameworks of social and public policy
analysis.

Become an effective and persuasive speaker, writer, and
presenter.

Develop effective public policy solutions to child poverty,
thinking critically about competing values and interests.



Assignments

Assignment

Case Study Participation
Midterm Exam

Final Exam

Policy Analysis Memo

TOTAL

Number of

assignments assignment

6

Points per

15
25
35

Total points

30
15
25
30
100
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Introduction to Course
» Definitions

» Outline

» Pover



Week 2 & 3

Who are the Poor/Demographic Trends

Intro to Child Development

Policy Frameworks

Analysis Tools & Measurement

Two Generation Approach to Poverty Reduction

Intro to Child Policy
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A Story of

The Gl Bill:
Embedded Racial Inequity


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information about the GI Bill:
Also known as the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, following WWII
Purported to be the greatest piece of social legislation ever
U.S. spent $95 billion on this social program  (Put this number in today’s perspective – e.g., double the estimate to rebuild the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina)
Assisted 16 million returning soldiers to be reintegrated into US society
Provided veterans with access to job training, college tuition, home loans and small business support
Created the modern day middle-class and fueled development of the suburbs
For more information on the GI Bill and its effects, see When Affirmative Action was White by Ira Katznelson, Columbia University Press, 2005.

Background for the next slides:
The story to be told is about three young boys whose fathers served in WWII and how this social legislation from 60 years ago continues to impact their families.  
It is a story about how advantage and disadvantage accumulate because of the unequal opportunities embedded in the GI Bill.




Philip’s Story

Child Born Father’s Gl Bill: FHA Consequences Conseguences
Right After Status & VA loans for Child’s for Child’s
WWII Education Well-being in
Adulthood
Low-income, White Able to use Family borrowed Philip gets
White veteran, high low-interest from home equity professional
school mortgage to support child’s job, buys own
diploma, from provisions to college education house,
Philadelphia move family (first in family to inherits
from public go to college) appreciated
housing to house
segregated when
suburban father

home ownership dies

9


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Observation:
For this and the next two slides, each column highlights a feature of the child’s profile as it is played out around one aspect of the GI Bill, the unequal availability of FHA and VA loans to purchase a home.



Thomas’s Story

Child Born Father’s Gl Bill: FHA Consequences Consequences
Right After Status & VA loans for Child’s for Child’s
WWII Education Well-being in
Adulthood
Low-income, Black Could not access Family could not Thomas works
Black veteran, high home loan b/c of afford to send in minimum
school racially-restrictive  child to college; wage jobs,
diploma, from underwriting high school continues to
Philadelphia criteria; family diplomais from live in family
remained in rental  under-resourced home,
housing in the city segregated school considers
joining the
Army, has to
borrow $
when father
dies to give
him decent
funeral
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested talking point:
The GI Bill was open to all veterans; however, its implementation proved to be discriminatory.  Congress had agreed that GI Bill supports could be administered locally.  Local implementers maintained the racially discriminatory actions that characterized local public and private sector behaviors prior to the war.



Child Born
Right After
WWII

Low-income,
Latino

Father’s
Status

Latino
veteran, high
school
diploma, from
Texas

Juan’'s Story

Gl Bill: FHA
& VA loans

Could not access

home loan b/c of

racially-restrictive

underwriting
criteria; family

remained in rural

rental housing

11

Consequences
for Child’s
Education

Family could not
afford to send
child to college;
high school
diplomais from
under-resourced
language
segregated and
racially
segregated
school

Consequences
for Child’s
Well-being in
Adulthood

Juan works

INn minimum
wage jobs,
continues to
live in family
home,

NMEES
newcomer
Latina, sends
part of
family’s limited
income to her
extended family
In Mexico



Fast Forward to Today . . .

Philip’s Children:

Philip gives children his father’s
appreciated house

They live in thriving communities
Their college education’s paid

by home equity

Philip establishes trust fund
for grandchildren

Thomas’ and Juan’s Children:

They have no houses to
inherit

They live in disinvested communities
At work, they complete college on work study and
student loans, with subsequent starting debts to

pay back

Thomas and Juan have few personal assets to leave
grandchildren

12


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested talking points:
Reinforce for the audience that social policy created 60 years ago continues to have disparate impact.  These stories challenge the assumption that discrimination is a thing of the past by demonstrating that even past discrimination has ongoing consequences for today’s population.  Benefits and disadvantages accumulate over time.
Note that these stories followed only one aspect of the GI Bill: home loans.  If job training, educational support, and small business loans were also tracked, additional layers of unequal opportunity would be revealed to add to the home ownership inequities.



Week 4 & 5

e

Prenatal Environment
» Infant Gradient Continued

Maternal Stre
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Week 7, 8, & 9

Birth—5
» Childhood Development and Gradient
» Childhood Development and Policy
» Socioeconomic Status and Brain Development
>

Early Childhood Education




Week 10 & 11

Elementary Age
» Parental Education and Home Environment
> School Nutrition Programs

» School Interventions and Educational
Achievement

Behavioral Management

> Childhood Stress and Health




Week 12 & 13

Adolescent & Transition to Adulthood
» Transition to Adulthood
» Pregnancy and Economic Well-being
> Aging Out of Foster Care
> Neighborhood Policy
>

Dating Violence
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