22 |INSTITUTE for
A5 | RESEARCH.»

& |POVERTY

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

Teaching Poverty with
Qualitative Research Material

Sarah Halpern-Meekin
UW-Madison
Human Development & Family Studies

Research | Training | Policy | Practice



Benefits of a qualitative approach

* Allows voices of the population of interest to
come through and to guide research
conclusions

* Allows students to emotionally engage with
the population of interest

e Givesthe class examples of real people to
draw on and discuss in concrete terms
(discussion feels less abstract)
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Using qualitative work to understand
family change

CHART 2

Growth of Unwed PERCENT OF CHILDREN BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK
Childbearing in the

United States,

1929-2013

D 40.6%

1964 War on

Poverty begins

Sources: .S, Government, LS.
Census Bureau, and National
Center for Health Statistics.

IB 4302 X heritage.org
@8 [ INSTITUTE for
A"} | RESEARCH o
PoverTty

H

=

% ~,

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

¥
\.7



Recent examples of qualitative work
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Using qualitative work to understand
policy change

CHART 4
Mational AFDC/TANF Caseload and Economic Conditions, January 1950-June 2005
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Recent examples of qualitative work

and Why It Matters
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Using qualitative work to understand
policy change

Figure 3. Real Federal Spending on EITC, CTC, and Welfare, 1975-2011
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Recent examples of qualitative work
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Using qualitative work to understand
working-class men
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Recent examples of qualitative work

The Dignity of
Workimg Men
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Using qualitative work to understand
children’s outcomes

Trends in Race and Income Achievement Gaps, 1943-2001 Cohorts
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Recent examples of qualitative work

“A fascinating study.” maL

unequal
childhoods

CLASS, RACE, AND FAMILY LIFE
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Additional resources

Hamer, J. (2011). Abandoned in the heartland: Work, family, and living in East St. Louis. Berkeley, CA:
University of California Press.

Jiménez, T. (2010). Replenished ethnicity: Mexican Americans, immigration, and identity. Berkeley, CA:
University of California Press.
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south. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.
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University Press.

Sykes, J. (2011). Negotiating stigma: Understanding mothers’ responses to accusations of child neglect.
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Tach, L.M. (2009). More than bricks and mortar: Neighborhood frames, social processes, and the mixed-
income redevelopment of a public housing project. City & Community 8, 269-299.

Tach, L., Edin, K., Harvey, H., & Bryan, B. (2014). The family-go-round: Family complexity and father
involvement from a father’s perspective. Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science
654, 169-184.

Tach, L.M., & Greene, S.S. (2014). “Robbing Peter to pay Paul”: Economic and cultural explanations for
how lower-income families manage debt. Social Problems 61, 1-21.
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Paycheck to Paycheck: The Life and Times of Katrina Gilbert (HBO documentary)
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